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please you better, you who lay such stress on womanly virtue, of
which you yourself are a model. . . . Our two German compatriots
will accompany me to Capri, Amalfi and Paestum, but do not
mention this, for people will immediately discover some love
affair; I can associate with no one, at least not in Munich,
without this being imputed to me/

In Panella the news reached Ludwig that the Powers, in the
London Agreement of yth May, 1832, had recognized his second
son, now aged seventeen, as King of Greece. Otto himself had
considerable misgivings. He realized that he had been given a
'truly great and noble' vocation in rebuilding and bringing happi-
ness to a nation once so famous, but he regarded the future with
some anxiety. It was a proud moment, but would not this Crown
in the end prove too heavy a load? Bavaria had little confidence in
such a risky undertaking, which was regarded as a 'satisfaction and
acknowledgment of the King's Grecomania'.

Ludwig was a long way from home and these opinions troubled
him little. On Qth June he went again to Colombella to the
Marchesa Florenzi. To appease his wife in regard to this second
visit, he announced his intention: 'I like you much, much better,
my charming Therese, in the twenty-second year of our marriage
than in the first, because you are more mature; but however charm-
ing you look, it would not appeal to me in the same way were it not
for your exceptional goodness, for which I love you beyond com-
parison, far more than at the beginning. I repeat, of all the women
I know you are the only one suited to be my wife/1 And, happen
what might, these words expressed the King's sincere inward
conviction.

Alarming news now came from Bavaria, and the King hastened
back, arriving in Munich on i8th June. The German people had
hoped, once the arrogant conqueror had been driven out, to be
rewarded by a national regeneration and liberal enactments. In
all true sons of Germany the idea of German freedom and unity
persisted. Although the fear of demagogy caused them to be
pursued, imprisoned, and tormented, in accordance with
Metternich's views, they upheld their ideals and worked, hoped
and waited in expectation of the moment when those ideals
could be realized. The populace had welcomed the accession of
Ludwig I of Bavaria with such enthusiasm because it knew of
his warm, national attitude and his liberal views, which were in

1 Ludwig I to Therese, Rome, 6th June, 1832.  Munich H.A.